ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
I WISH to convey my gratitude to Mr. H. G. Wells for contributing
a foreword to the book. When he visited Moscow in 1920, he referred
to Soviet Russia as "this dark crystal," But he has always played the
part of a candid friend to the Russian system. In his Phoenix (1942)
he says: "There are grave defects in its necessarily experimental
organisation, there are legacies from an autocratic past and there
have been excesses of zeal, suspicion and vindictiveness, but I have
never faltered in my conviction that the regime was enormously
better and healthier on account of the elimination of private owner-
ship in the material and apparatus of production and distribution.
In 1914 Russia was three hundred years behind Western Europe, in
a state of mediaeval ignorance and inefficiency; she is now leading
the war."
I am indebted to the Society for Cultural Relations between the
Peoples of the British Commonwealth and the U.S.S.R. for the use
of its library; and to Voks in Moscow for the design of the jacket
taken from one of its publications.
In every stage of the work, Baroness Moura Budberg and Miss
Rose Herber have helped me with their advice and criticism. Without
their encouragement I could not have succeeded in bringing out this
anthology.
My thanks are also due to Miss Eva Landsberg for preparing the
manuscript for the press, and to Dr. Sasadhar Sinha for translating
two extracts from Rabindranath Tagore's Letters from Russia.
Now it remains for me to acknowledge my obligations to the
following authors, publishers and editors who have assisted by giving
permission to use extracts from their publications.
Messrs. George Allen and Unwin Ltd. and Mr. Gerard Shelley
for translations of two poems, "Russia" by Andrei Biely and
" Our March" by Mayakovsky, from Modern Poems from Russia;
also for a passage from Fridtjof Nansen's Russia and Peace.
Messrs. Allenson and Co. Ltd. and Mr. John S. Hoyland for
passages from The New Russia.
Mr. E. St. John Brooks for a poem published in The Times in 1916,
Messrs. Jonathan Cape Ltd. and M, Ilin for the extracts from
Moscow has a Plan.
Messrs. Chatto and Windus and Mrs. Garnett for extracts from
Chekhov's Cherry Orchard and The Three Sisters.
Messrs. J. M. Dent and Sons Ltd. for an extract from Kluchevsky's
A History of Russia, and extracts from E. J. Dillon's The Eclipse
of Russia,
a                                                       273